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FOAD SATTERFIELD shows off his work and provides backstory to his inspiration and methods. (Courtesy of St. Mary’s College’s website)
Two new art installments will open at 
the Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art 
this week– David Otis Johnson’s Noct-
ambulant, and Foad Satterfield’s Things 
Known. 
Last week on Thursday Feb. 21, people 
gathered at Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art for a special preview of Foad Sat-
terfield’s Things Known. To begin the 
preview, the museum’s curator, April 
Bojorquez, led individuals on a brief 
walking tour of the museum. Attendees 
not only had the chance to view the in-
stallation a week early, but also had the 
opportunity to meet the artist and sit in 
on his lecture where he shared his ongo-
ing exploration of nature, his formative 
years in Jim Crow south, 
and how meditation has 
informed his artistic 
practice and his latest 
artworks.
Foad Satterfield is 
an East Bay Artist who 
grew up in southeast 
Texas and Louisiana. 
After receiving his Masters in Fine Arts in 
Painting from Louisiana State University 
and finishing his undergraduate degree 
at Southern University, he moved to the 
Bay Area. For 38 years he was a professor 
at Dominican University. In addition to 
his teaching profession, Satterfield was 
also a curator for 33 years, “it 
was a great setting for me, and 
it the first serious job I had 
as a maker, as an artist,” said 
Satterfield. Prior to being a 
curator and during his gradu-
ate career, he was drafted to 
the United States Army. 
The artist lecture was in 
alignment with Saint Mary’s College 44 
Days Honoring Black History “Strength 
in Numbers.” The artist shared how 
BY: ADRIANA AVILA
CULTURE EDITOR
It was the first 
serious job I 
had as a maker, 
as an artist
see STUDENT TO INTERN  page 3
For the sixth year, Saint Mary’s College 
will once again be sending a student to 
Washington D.C. to intern for a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives 
via the Panetta Institute. 
The small  and powerful 
bubble of Capitol Hill and 
the small liberal arts bubble 
surrounded by hills just kiss, 
and in the middle of that 
tiny Venn diagram overlap 
is one exceptional Gael. 
The student will be matched 
with a Representative and 
spend 11 weeks as part of their team getting 
to know the ins and outs of the political 
epicenter. Participation in the Institute 
not only gives Saint Mary’s a good look, but 
it gets the next generation of civil leaders 
feet wet in the legislative process.
Philip Goodwin ‘16 is a Panetta Insti-
tute alumnus and has been helping Saint 
Mary’s facilitate this year’s application 
process, serving as a resource to inter-
BY: JACK BARNES 
NEWS EDITOR
Panetta Institute sends SMC student to Capitol
ested students. Philip speaks glowingly 
of his experience as a Panetta intern, and 
gladly explains what interns do and learn 
in their semester with the Institute. “Stu-
dents work as interns for a U.S. Member of 
Congress doing a wide variety of different 
things, such as answering 
constituent mail, writing 
memos, attending brief-
ings, or giving U.S. Capitol 
tours,” says Philip. “I was 
relieved when I found out 
that, as an intern, I would 
never have to make coffee.”
Before the 40-50 work 
hours per week of hands-on 
experience in the Representative’s office, 
interns attend orientation in Monterey 
to prepare for D.C. Starting in Monterey, 
they attend seminars and submit journals 
and other assignments which they con-
tinue through their time in the Capitol. 
Additionally, by the end of their semester 
interns complete a 20-page research 
paper relating to their work. Despite not 
taking any formal classes, the internship 
is worth 20-full time academic credits 
(which would work out to about 5 Saint 
Mary’s credits).
Considering the distinction and unique 
opportunity provided by the Panetta Insti-
tute, one might correctly assume that the 
application process is extremely selective. 
Students from all disciplines are invited 
to apply; the internship is hardly limited 
to politics majors. But to get the part the 
student must have an excellent academic 
and disciplinary record. After that baseline 
expectation, they must produce a well-
written essay describing their reasons 
for wanting to participate and the recom-
mendation of a professor before meeting 
with the Selection Committee to make its 
final decision.
Once a student has the job, they get 
matched with their Congressperson. “Each 
student has a phone interview with an 
intern coordinator from each member’s 
office,” Philip says. But what about the 
student’s political party? “Although politi-
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner
THE INSIDE PAGE
THE COLLEGIAN    •     TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 20192 STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM
 I hope that people 
took away a glimpse 
at what the Pacific 
Islander culture is like 
Pacific Islander Cultural Night was  a bonafide hit
BY: VICTORIA VIDALES
NEWS EDITOR
O n  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 t h  S a i n t 
Mary ’s held the 13th annual 
Pacific Islander Cultural Night 
(PICN). PICN is a celebration 
of culture through food, dance, 
song, art and community, all of 
which are performed by stu-
dents at Saint Mary’s. Through-
out the night guests enjoyed an 
up close and personal experi-
ence, and were able to embrace 
the islander culture through the 
many performances that took 
place. PICN is one of many cul-
tural nights at Saint Mary’s, all 
of which are meant to be a fun, 
and informative experience for 
students. 
The theme of PICN this year 
was “Connected by the Same 
Water”, meaning that all people 
hold a bond to each other. They 
began this enforcement with the 
opening act, a chant called the 
“Chamorro Chant”. This chant 
was originally sung by the  indig-
enous people of Guam, who used 
to sing this as a blessing. Singing 
in Chamorro, the native lan-
guage of Guam, it translates to 
“we’re all neighbors in this great 
big ocean with the same, sun, 
sand and water.” 
It is also meant 
to be a  call  to 
t h e  a n c e st o r s, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y 
acknowledging 
their presence 
in the past. 
Several of the acts revolved 
around traditional dance, which 
was entertaining for guests. One 
of the dances Tahitian, had 4 
guests participate on stage. This 
development allowed guests to 
participate in the entertain-
ment, making the experience 
more interactive.  By having 
guests participate in the dance, 
the audience was able to be con-
nected to the same community 
that the performers were trying 
to create. 
formative and instrumental 
it was growing up in the Jim 
Crow south, “I had always been 
in a segregated system,” said 
Satterfield, “even as seven or 
eight years old, 
I could see what 
t h e  s t a t e  w a s 
s e t t i n g  u s  u p 
for.” When his 
f a m i l y  m o v e d 
f r o m  O r a n g e , 
Te x a s  t o  L a k e 
Charles, Louisiana, he noticed 
that the obvious differences in 
the names of the elementary 
schools, “I realized that all of 
the other schools had names, 
but the black schools had ward 
names: First Ward and Second 
Ward, and they looked just like 
prisons!” said Satterfield.
He shared that his school 
received books from the white 
schools with chapters torn out 
a n d  r a c i st  r e m a r k s  w r i tt e n 
through them. “The important 
thing,” said Satterfield, “is that 
even though they were not the 
materials necessary for prepar-
ing us for the world, there was 
Foad Satterfield exhibit at SMC
a sense of creating a vision and 
using your imagination as a 
fundamental tool of your own 
personal wisdom, and that was 
the great gift that our teachers 
gave us.” 
“I feel that I was born to be 
a  m a k e r , ”  s a i d 
S a t t e r f i e l d , ” I 
d i d n ’ t  k n o w  I 
would be a paint-
er.” His painting 
a r e  a l l  m a d e  i n 
acrylic, but to the 
n a k e d  e y e ,  o n e 
may think they are oil based. 
“They start off as gigantic water 
colors,” said Satterfield. Water 
is a very important aspect in 
his artwork. Satterfield grew up 
near water and he admires how 
it can be fragile and delicate, yet 
it can also be mysterious.
Meditation is another impor-
tant part of his art process. He 
has had the honor of spending 
time with people such as the Da-
lai Lama and Thich Nhat Hanh. 
After the special hour preview, 
the audience asked Satterfield 
some questions. Saint Mary ’s 
politics professor, Zahra Ahmed 
asked him to speak about the 
role of contemplative practices 
in relation to his art. “Mindful-
ness is simply being present 
with the thing you’re doing. It’s 
not deep,” said Satterfield. He 
supports practices that support 
mindfulness; one practice being 
his paintings.
Audience member, Admis-
sions Officer for Marketing and 
Operations, Brianna Robinson, 
thanked Satterfield for coming 
to campus and mentioned that 
some African American artists 
often get the critique that be-
cause they are African Ameri-
can they should 
be doing certain 
subject matters, 
“ w h i l e  I  d o n ’ t 
agree with,” said 
R o b i n s o n ,” I ’m 
j u s t  c u r i o u s 
w h a t  y o u r  r e -
sponse would be 
to that.”
“In the sixties 
what else were you going to do?” 
replied Satterfield, “It was all 
about resistance. It was about 
the cultural revolution that was 
happening. It was about the as-
sertion of the Black Rights.” He 
continued, “this was a tumultu-
ous time in America. It was a 
coming of age in its own histori-
cal paradigms. It’s myths were 
being unraveled in a way.” He 
explained that it was important 
at the time for his artwork to fol-
low certain narratives, but after 
some time, he and his artwork 
evolved, “I realized that it wasn’t 
really who I was or what I felt I 
had to do,” said Satterfield. 
Satterfield concluded the 
lecture and Q&A session with 
some final thoughts about his 
work as a whole, “I am deeply 
effected and touched by the deg-
radation of the environment and 
the social struggles 
and just the dire 
strains that people 
find themselves in 
and I think to my-
self:  “Foad, what 
can you do to par-
ticipate to try to 
humiliate some of 
t h i s  s u f f e r i n g ? ” 
T i m e  a n d  t i m e 
again, the answer keeps coming 
back to him “Foad, go to your 
studio and make the most mag-
nificent painting you can.”
Foad Satterfield’s artwork will 
be available for your viewing 
enjoyment starting February 28 
and up until June 9.
The performance also fea-
tured a series of artwork to bring 
a new perspective to the event. 
The artwork, painted by a stu-
dent, reflected the experiences 
of Filipinos, focusing on their 
e v e r y d a y  l i v e s . 
T h e  p a i n t i n g s 
were both unique, 
and relatable, de-
picting people in 
c a s u a l  a n d  n o n 
posed scenes. The 
audience was able 
to see the artwork displayed on 
a projection screen, exposing 
all the intricate detail the art-
ist drew. 
“I decided to paint these im-
ages to display the impact that 
my family has had on me. I want-
ed to contribute and explore 
an aspect of my life that is very 
meaningful,”artist Gabriella 
Ramirez said. 
The final two dances both re-
ceived positive responses from 
observers.  One of the finale 
dances was Tapa’o No Te Here, 
which is translated to token of 
love. In relation to the theme 
of the night,  this dance was 
meant to express the possibility 
of people to connect through 
empathy, which allows people to 
build relationships. Many stu-
dents participated in this dance, 
and it was a highly beloved piece 
from the crowd. In contrast to 
the first dance, the second dance 
Samoan Siva, was performed by 
only two dancers. Translating 
to “Glory Samoa” this dance is 
meant to display the pride in the 
Samoan culture. 
“It  was very rewarding to 
see it all  come together and 
celebrate the Pacific Islander 
culture,” Intern for the Execu-
tive Team Breanna Salinas said. 
Along with the entertain-
ment, PICN provided guests 
with authentic islander food 
to help them embrace another 
aspect of their culture. As guests 
were able to choose between 
several delicacies, the addition 
of food allowed people to get a 
taste of the traditional food of 
the islanders. 
PICN is  one of  many cul -
tural nights that Saint Mary’s 
has.  Others will  include the 
22nd Asian Cultural Night, the 
6th Arab Cultural Night, the 
17th Expressions of Blackness 
Night, the 14th Bash, and the 
19th LatinX Cultural Night. 
Each cultural night is meant 
to display a different culture 
that is present at Saint Mary’s. 
Students participate to show 
their peers in an educational 
and fun way how their culture 
influences them. The culture 
nights are positive displays of 
the community of Saint Mary’s, 
showing how diverse, yet similar 
the community is. 
“I hope that people took away 
a glimpse of what the Pacific 
Islander culture is like, and that 
they learned something new,” 
Salinas said. 
 I feel that I was 
born to be a maker, I 
didn’t know I would 
be a painter  
DANCERS FOR TAPA’O NO TE HERE  pose for a photo before their performance (Courtesy of Michael Montinola)
continued from page 1
It was all about 
resistance. It was 
about the cultural 
revolution that 
was happening 
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One-Stop Job Shop
Tuesday, Feb. 26
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Soda Center: Moraga Room
Contact: CPDS
careers@stmarys-ca.edu
Prof Christopher Pramuk 
- The Arts, Empathy &
Racial Justice Between
What Is & What Is Possible
Tuesday, Feb. 26
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Soda Center: Moraga Room
Contact: Father David
Gentry-Akin
dgentry@stmarys-ca.edu
New Transfer Student 
Pizza Party
Wednesday, Feb. 27
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
St. Albert Hall Library
Contact:
Gina Kessler Lee
gkl2@stmarys-ca.edu
Spring 2019 Exhibition 
Opening Reception
Thursday, Feb. 28
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Saint Mary’s College 
Museum of Art
Contact:
Tara Harju
museum@stmarys-ca.edu
BASS: Bay Area 
Student Shorts
Friday, Mar. 1
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Soda Center: Moraga Room
Contact:
Kasey James
info@bayareashorts.com
Beat the Zags Pre-
Game Party
Saturday, Mar. 2
5:00 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion
Contact:
Alumni Engagement Office
events@stmarys-ca.edu
Guest Concert Featuring 
Kevin Ayesh
Sunday, Mar. 3
3:00 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Lino Rivera
lrivera@stmarys-ca.edu
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
The WeeklyUpdate
Keeping you in the loop
POPE FRANCIS’ SPEAKS ON CHILD SEXUALABUSE 
In response to growing unrest, Pope Francis held a Vatican 
summit to discuss the many sexual abuse allegations against 
Catholic priests around the world. On February 24th Pope 
Francis concluded his summit by giving  a speech at the 
Vatican after a Sunday mass, condemning abusers. However, 
the Pope has received criticism from the abused, and advo-
cates, claiming that he did not provide concrete examples 
of how the Church is planning on combating further abuse. 
JUSSIE SMOLLETT FALSE ASSAULT ALLEGA-TION 
On January 29, 2019 Empire actor Jussie Smollett claimed 
that he was attacked by two masked men in front of his 
Chicago apartment. On January 22, Smollett also claimed 
that he received a threatening letter, showing a stick figure 
hanging from a tree, and containing a suspicious white 
powder. After police investigation, the white powder was 
determined to be Tylenol, and the entire assault was staged 
by Smollett. Smollett has now been charged with a 4 class 
felony for filing a false police report. 
HATE GROUPS ON THE RISEA recent study by the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter determined that there has been a 30 percent increase in 
hate groups in the past 4 years. The spike has come predomi-
nantly from white nationalist groups. Many critics have 
blamed President Donald Trump and his administration 
for refusing to condemn such groups from supporting them. 
CALIFORNIA AND SISTER STATES SUE TRUMP California and 16 other states have filed a lawsuit 
against Donald Trump for his declaration of a national 
emergency to fund his border wall. Trump created the lon-
gest government shutdown in United States history over a 
Congressional deadlock in supplying funds for his wall. The 
government reopened after a bipartisan Congressional deal 
was passed but it did not include the 5.7 billion for border 
funding that Trump asked for. It is still to be determined 
whether or not either side has a case. 
HO U S E  D E M O C R AT S  T H R E AT E N  T O  S U EWHITE HOUSE IF MUELLER REPORT IS NOT 
MADE PUBLIC
As the second ex-FBI Director is making rounds on Late 
Night television to sell a book about Trump, House Intel-
ligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff is making clear 
that Congress and the all U.S. citizens will know what Robert 
Mueller has been up to and any conclusions at which he has 
arrived. Schiff: “We are going to get the bottom of this.”
VENEZUELA’S TWO PRESIDENTSCalifornia and 16 other states have filed a lawsuit 
against Donald Trump for his declaration of a national 
emergency to fund his border wall. Trump created the lon-
gest government shutdown in United States history over a 
Congressional deadlock in supplying funds for his wall. The 
government reopened after a bipartisan Congressional deal 
was passed but it did not include the 5.7 billion for border 
funding that Trump asked for. It is still to be determined 
whether or not either side has a case. 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE 2020 HAS BEGUNAs the second ex-FBI Director is making rounds on 
Late Night television to sell a book about Trump, House In-
telligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff is making clear 
that Congress and the all U.S. citizens will know what Robert 
Mueller has been up to and any conclusions at which he has 
arrived. Schiff: “We are going to get the bottom of this.”
MEASLES OUTBREAK IN WASHINGTON SPIKESVACCINE CONCERNS
The state of Washington is dealing with a measles out-
break statewide, significantly affecting young children. An 
ongoing concern throughout these developments is the need 
for child vaccines, and whether or not it should be up to the 
parent’s discretion if their child is vaccinated. Opponents 
of vaccines have claimed that vaccinations are linked with 
autism, however, there is no scientific evidence to support 
this notion. Many states nationwide recognize religious 
and privacy as acceptable reasons for children not being 
vaccinated.
Student to intern at Congress
continued from page 1
BY: JACK BARNES 
NEWS EDITOR
cal party affiliation is taken into 
account, it does not necessarily 
guarantee that a student will be 
placed in an office where the 
political beliefs align with their 
own.”
The United States Congresses 
of late have not been highly re-
garded in either public opinion 
or the media. Perhaps being in 
the midst of it all would make 
students cynical about U.S. poli-
tics and the legislative process. 
But to talk to a former intern you 
would likely get the opposite im-
pression. Ashley Sugar ‘20 is one 
such alumnus. “The Panetta In-
stitute CIP provided me with an 
opportunity I would never have 
received outside of this program. 
I learned what it’s like to work in 
politics and serve your country 
at a transformative time in the 
United States. I watched history 
and gained insight on the legisla-
tive process. This experience al-
lowed me to take my classroom to 
the real world and the knowledge 
I have gained is something I will 
always value.” Indeed, Politics 
professor Ronald Ahnen assures 
that students regularly return 
invigorated and greatly value of 
their experience.
And the interns are hardly the 
only ones appreciative of their 
work. The Congressional Staff 
with whom the interns have 
worked sing their  praises as 
well. “I’ve worked with Panetta 
interns in 2017 and 2018,” begins 
Anthony Pham, Legislative Cor-
respondent for Representative 
Alan Lowenthal. “[They] were 
outstanding and exceeded my 
expectations. I hope Panetta In-
stitute continues to recruit and 
train applicants of high character 
and integrity.” Legislative Assis-
tant to Kevin McCarthy Trevor 
Smith echoes this sentiment: “My 
suggestion every year is that the 
program lasts longer, a testament 
to the quality of students [the 
Institute] sends us.”
The third party that stands 
to benefit from this esteemed 
program is Saint Mary’s College 
itself; so much so that President 
Donahue sends out the official 
invitation to apply. Professor 
Ahnen makes the distinction that 
“The Panetta Institute scholar-
ship is quite valued here at SMC, 
but not only by the Politics De-
partment … it doesn’t lend pres-
tige only to the Politics Depart-
ment, but rather to Saint Mary’s 
College as a whole.” Moreover, 
he acknowledges the interns’ 
experience as being valuable 
to the Department upon their 
return. “Past recipients do serve 
informally as resources for other 
students, especially offering their 
perspectives in the classroom. 
We hope to cultivate more ways 
in the future for Politics student 
recipients of the scholarship to 
share with other students about 
their experience in a more formal 
setting.”
In the short four or five years 
each student spends at Saint 
Mary’s anticipating graduation, 
internships are on the mind. They 
provide valuable opportunities 
for young people to get a head 
start. Thanks to the Panetta Insti-
tute, one Saint Mary’s student a 
year gets a head start in the world 
of lawmaking. Next time you’re 
watching the news and hear talk 
of Congress, know that SMC is 
involved, if in a small capacity.
PHILIP GOODWIN ‘16 at the White House with the Panetta Institute. (Courtesy of Philip Goodwin)
 This experience 
allowed me to take 
my classroom to 
the real world  
“Inside Job” Reflects on the Frightening Truth of 2008 
BY BRAD NEAL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
CULTURE
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. The show man-
ages to explore lofty 
themes that... make 
you view society 
entirely differently... 
BY OJASWI SHARMA 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER  
A washed-up TV star from the 90s 
battling his fears of being irrelevant, 
a writer who knows her intellectual 
capabilities yet lets her daily life be 
structured by depravities, a manager 
who compulsively takes care of other 
people to forget the emptiness in her 
life...all of these and more (much 
more) form the premise of one of the 
wittiest and most harrowing social 
commentary shows- all done in the 
form of animation. We will cover 
what the show is about, what makes 
it special, and the reasons why you 
should watch it. 
The show revolves around the 
life of BoJack Horseman, the titular 
character, even though the show’s 
primary focus is not on him. It cov-
ers topics ranging from gun control 
to feminism, with the backdrop 
of irreverence and existentialism. 
BoJack defines existential anxieties 
4
faced by most humans and somehow 
it still ends up being funny despite 
the heaviness of the plot. One of my 
favorite episodes (Prickly Muffin, 
season one) shows BoJack ignor-
ing the dibs of a Navy SEAL, Neal 
McBeal, over some muffins. On 
the surface, the episode is light and 
funny but explores deep themes 
about the societal value we place 
in violence and militarism. What 
adds to it is the universe created by 
Raphael Bob-Waksberg in which 
animals exist like humans. BoJack 
Horseman is, in fact, a horse. Neal 
McBeal is an actual seal. This pro-
vides an outlet and mechanism to 
analyze not just speciesism but also 
social divisions with which we live 
in. The show manages to explore 
lofty themes that will light your ex-
istential dread on fire, or make you 
view society entirely differently but 
also grounds them in very human 
emotions and the inadequacies we 
all battle within ourselves. 
    From 2000-2008, Wall Street 
originated flawed financial prod-
ucts to generate fees and con-
ducted global trades to evade 
regulatory oversight and enforce-
ment. Financiers discovered 
how to make huge profits with 
“seemingly” safe securities, but 
when the Federal Reserve in-
creased adjustable mortgage rates 
and people found out that their 
mortgage-backed securities were 
worthless, they didn’t seem so safe 
anymore. 
Although investment banks’ 
sole purpose is to make money, 
which, in 2008, they miserably 
failed to do, the government still 
bailed them out. In a capitalistic 
society, if an ordinary company 
goes bankrupt, they go bankrupt. 
No one saves them from their 
collapse. But, because investment 
banks were “too big to fail,” they 
were saved and given, under the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program, 
$700 billion in taxpayers’ money. 
Our money. 
“Inside Job,” a calculated, 
dense, enraging documentary 
about the 2008 global financial 
meltdown, directed by Charles 
Ferguson and narrated by Matt 
Damon, interviews bankers, pro-
fessors, journalists, and experts 
of the financial services industry. 
It provides an incisive explora-
tion of how investment bankers, 
mortgage lenders, and credit rat-
ing agencies betrayed public trust. 
It is the story of a crime without 
punishment. 
“Inside Job” is frightening. If 
you know little about the 2008 
financial crisis—beware, it will 
confound you. The greed, the 
self-adulation, and the impudence 
of these men are disgustingly 
criminal. If you work in finance or 
want to pursue a career in finance, 
and you’re aware of the corruption 
and rapaciousness of the financial 
industry, how can you move for-
ward with your career, knowing 
that millions of unwary people 
are cheated by financial profes-
sionals every year? Do you want 
to be a part of that corruption? 
What you learn from the film will 
give you pause.
In five parts, “Inside Job” in-
vestigates how changes in policies 
and banking practices helped pro-
duce the crisis and examines the 
impacts of deregulation and the 
privatization of Iceland’s banks. 
The film explores the events that 
led up to, during, and after the 
crisis, and interviews a myriad of 
bankers, professors, journalists, 
politicians, and experts of the fi-
nancial services industry. The first 
section, How We Got Here, dis-
cusses how deregulation triggered 
the crisis and the process that led 
to the “securitization of the food 
chain,” while the second section, 
The Bubble, evaluates the “secu-
ritization food chain.” The third 
section, The Crisis, focuses on the 
actions—or inaction—of govern-
ment regulators. The fourth and 
fifth sections, Accountability and 
Where We Are Now, highlight 
how executives of top investment 
banks were given million-dollar 
bonuses in the aftermath of the 
crisis, while average Americans 
lost jobs, homes, and retirement 
savings. 
The film succinctly describes 
how banks and financial institu-
tions wrongfully gave out loans 
to buyers without conducting due 
diligence, sold packaged home 
mortgage loans as securitized as-
sets, and bet against investments 
that they pushed to their clients. 
Unsurprisingly, many of the big 
time Wall Street executives de-
clined to be interviewed. Those 
that elected to be interviewed 
consistently denied what hap-
pened leading up to the crash, 
refused to admit that what they 
did was immoral, or pretended 
that they had no knowledge of the 
topic. When Ferguson questioned 
those who held positions in the 
White House or at the Federal 
Reserve, some of them faltered 
over their words: “Markets are 
complicated! Who could have 
predicted?” 
Sometimes, to an obviously 
dishonest answer or an attempt to 
deflect a question, Ferguson could 
be heard yelling from behind the 
camera, “You can’t be serious!” 
For example, Fabrice Tourre, from 
Goldman Sachs, believed selling 
CDOs to their clients—which 
were worthless assets—didn’t 
violate their fiduciary responsi-
bility. But Goldman bet against 
those same CDO’s, which meant 
that if the CDO market collapsed, 
they’d bank an enormous profit. 
Essentially, bad consumer loans 
were bundled into securities, sub-
stantiated by rating agencies paid 
by the banks, and then insured by 
Netflix’s “BoJack Horseman” is a Really Good Show
INSIDE JOB – narrated by Matt Damon – ponders what led to the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. (Photo courtesy of Wall Street Journal)
BOJACK HORSEMAN is the titular self-loathing, alcoholic character that provides hilarity while tackling deep social issues. (Photo courtesy of Reddit)
credit default swaps (insurance 
on bonds). They were literally 
pushing CDO’s—that the company 
bet against—to their clients. How 
is that demonstrative of business 
ethics? Clearly, Goldman Sachs 
failed to protect their clients’ 
interests. 
“Inside Job” offers a captivat-
ing account of the events that led 
up to, during, and after the crisis 
using video clips and interviews 
to clearly explain the complex 
nature of the crisis. The film also 
provides an in-depth analysis of 
the financial crisis in world his-
tory and raises important, trou-
bling questions. And, although 
the events and actions that led to 
the crisis are relatively opaque, 
the ethicality issues are made 
crystal clear. 
At the end of the film, Damon 
encourages viewers to demand 
change. His message is simple. 
For those of you that work in 
the finance industry or aspire 
to work in the finance industry, 
think deeply about why. Yes, you 
would make a lot of money. Yes, 
you would be celebrated for “mak-
ing it.” Yes, you would have the 
resources to buy almost anything 
you desire. Yes, people in your 
industry would “respect” you. 
But would you be proud of your 
work? Would you wake up happy 
and go to sleep fulfilled? Could you 
look in the eyes of your friends and 
family and honestly tell them that 
what you do is of social utility...
that it brings value to the world? 
Or does value not matter? Would 
you truly enjoy your work, your 
life? Would you accept that you 
have reduced your life to money 
and have become its slave? “Inside 
Job” is adept at exhorting you to 
contemplate these things...these 
very sobering, visceral questions 
that demand our attention. Now.
Every single character in the show 
is a fully formed individual with 
their own distinct storyline that the 
creators follow through and do full 
justice to. This is especially hard to 
do in good satirical shows, but, for 
BoJack, it means that the show is 
fleshed out and has the ability to 
explore significantly more themes 
than it otherwise could. One char-
acter is asexual, and over the course 
of the series, we have seen him come 
to that conclusion in heartwarming 
albeit hilarious circumstances. This 
is just one example of how the dif-
ferent storylines develop with these 
multifaceted characters. This leads 
us to another factor that contributes 
to the storyline- the creators make 
sure to have continuity. 
A great example of that is an 
episode where they removed the 
‘d’ from Hollywood. In every single 
episode since they refer to it as 
‘Hollywoo’; they even changed the 
introduction to accommodate this 
change. The attention to detail and 
the real-life persona of the charac-
ters they have created are astound-
ing. BoJack has several social media 
accounts that are ‘ran’ by him. He 
tweets out to Netflix all the time and 
they get into fights on Twitter and 
Instagram. If you watch the show, 
that’s one thing you can be a part of! 
Overall, “BoJack Horseman” is 
a special show because despite its 
political and social underpinnings, 
it is deeply emotional and asks all 
the big existential questions we all 
have simmering in our heads. You 
can watch the show, have fun while 
doing it, still be affected socially and 
emotionally, and also experience a 
nuanced social commentary that can 
potentially teach you something. It is 
deeply philosophical yet so tangible. 
In BoJack’s words: “in this terrifying 
world, all we have are the connec-
tions we make.” I am glad I made a 
connection with BoJack.
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Honestly, I’m at a loss for words. 
What’s funny is that I can talk to just 
about anyone and chit-chat for a long 
time. The reason is that chit-chat 
doesn’t require an opinion. For the 
most part, I don’t have an opinion 
on much — just thoughts and ques-
tions about things. Seriously random 
things, like who came up with the idea 
to round the profile of a motorcycle 
tire? More importantly, who the hell 
thought it was a good idea to eat the 
heart of a young plant? I mean really, 
who looked at a blooming artichoke 
with its beautiful purple center and 
thought that it looked edible? Have 
you ever eaten an artichoke heart? To 
get to the heart, you have to remove 
all the hair, or else the experience 
is ruined. All I can say about this is 
that I love artichokes. I have no clue 
what the person who decided to eat 
the first artichoke was thinking, but 
hey, thanks. 
Another random thought: who 
thought bee vomit was a good thing 
to eat? Think about that for a second 
… what homosapien, if it was a ho-
mosapien, decided to stick its paws 
into a hive of flying kamikaze agents 
of panic to eat their sweet organic 
vomit, I mean nectar, known as hon-
ey. Honey is good, so thank you for 
your suffering, ye founder of honey.
What really grinds my gears and fo-
cuses my wandering thoughts is one 
of disgust. Who was the first person to 
eat a mushroom? 
Who was the first 
to decide that that 
thing growing out 
of fecal matter 
looks like some-
thing I want to 
put in my mouth? 
What was the first 
mushroom eaten 
— did it make you 
trip out or did it 
taste g ood? So 
here’s where my 
thoughts get in-
teresting. Normally, I’m a fungi (get 
it? it’s a pun), but these thoughts 
lead me down a rabbit hole to find 
out about Mycology. Mycology is the 
study of fungi and all their properties. 
I can talk about whatever I want: the freedom of the opinion section
OPINION SECTION WRITERS can write about anything they want, even bees and mushrooms and 
artichokes, as long as it’s not offensive or factually incorrect. (Courtesy of Caroline Binley)
I have always wondered why Ameri-
cans are so infatuated with the British 
royal family. When Prince William 
married Kate Middleton in 2011, I re-
member people waking up in the early 
morning to watch the wedding live. 
The same thing happened when 
Prince Harry, William’s brother, mar-
ried Meghan Markle last year. Meghan 
Markle was an American actress prior 
to becoming a royal. Because she’s 
American, I loved watching the love 
story between her and Prince Harry 
unfold. So many little girls (myself 
included) hoped to be a princess when 
they grew up, and Markle actually did 
it! Although Meghan became a Duch-
ess and not exactly a “princess,” it was 
all still exciting to watch.
Now that Prince William and Kate 
have three kids and Prince Harry and 
Meghan are expecting, there is not a 
day without the couples featured in 
the latest tabloid magazine or website. 
I am not a committed fan, following 
the royal family’s every move, but I 
do like to read about them and look at 
photos of them. 
Royal family captivates American audiences with elegance and class 
The Collegian needs more 
writers. I’m sure that there are 
students with opinions, so why 
not write about them? Writing is 
a great way to say what you think 
needs to be said, unless you are 
afraid to write, which is perfectly 
fine as well; no judgment here.
BY JON SEISER
OPINION COLUMNIST
ISABELLA FERRANTE
STAFF WRITER
If a tree falls in a forest, and they make a newspaper 
out of it, does it even make a sound?
Anyway —
I’m sorry for your loss. Really, I am. I can’t imagine 
how frightening it must be to die, let alone how awkward 
for your college newspaper to break the news. I know. I 
know. News is our whole thing, but not this news. We’re 
not big on obits, and you think you would’ve gotten a 
heads up at the funeral. But no. So let me break it down. 
You bit the big one, bucko, and now you’re drifting ‘round 
with the ghosts of librarians past. And reading. Oh God, 
you’re reading!
There’s no other reason you’d be doing it, right? No 
motivator would bring you to this page besides the eter-
nal boredom of the world beyond? You could be hanging 
with your friends, or downing a bottle of wine. It’s just 
that your ghostyness can’t quite get a buzz, and your 
friends keep walking right through you. But you can pick 
up this stack of paper. So here you are, dead, and about to 
have your second heart attack at the discovery that The 
Collegian exists. You’d never heard of it before.
I’m sorry for your loss.
Do I blame you for your death? Yes, I blame you, and 
the $5,000 in credit card debt you racked up investing 
in rare cheetos before the door hit your ass on the way 
out. Do I blame you for your ignorance of my wry, witty, 
weekly columns before just now? Of course not. It’s the 
21st century, which is why I only blame you for never 
visiting our website, http://www.stmaryscollegian.com/.
But mostly, Doug, I blame myself. I’m sorry I mocked 
your cheetos, and that you ate them all in the bitter 
rage that spelled your downfall. I’m sorry that I haven’t 
made The Collegian shiny and smart and stupid and 
Snapchat-filter-friendly enough to warrant your atten-
tion. The truth is, I need your help. I can’t do this on my 
own anymore. I need you, and all the other undead and 
underwhelmed haunting this campus, to come to Dante 
115 on March 4, 2019 at 6:00 pm and help me make it 
right. Bring a friend. Let’s break some news.
If you’re reading 
this, you’re already 
dead
THE ROYAL FAMILY draws in American fans by carefully cultivating their image and maintaining an aura of intrigue. 
(Courtesy of Lonely Planet)
BY CAROLINE BINLEY
OPINION EDITOR
The royal family gives the 
media enough information to 
keep them interested, while 
keeping enough information 
hidden to keep the public 
guessing.
Interestingly enough, not all mush-
rooms grow on poop; some grow 
on trees, termite mounds, and one 
was recently discovered that grows 
on and decomposes plastic — talk 
about saving the world.
Another random thought that 
has nothing to do to with edible 
things, unless 
you like eating 
random things 
— Shoenice on 
YouTube — is 
that The Col-
legian needs 
m o r e  w r i t -
ers. I’m sure 
that there are 
students with 
opinions,  so 
why not write 
about them? 
Writing is  a 
great way to say what you think 
needs to be said, unless you are 
afraid to write, which is perfectly 
fine as well; no judgment here.
I better sit down before I hurt 
myself. I’m rambling on about non-
sense now, but more writers would 
save the reader from random my 
rants. A little information may help 
you decide: you do not have to be 
a columnist. You can submit as a 
contributing writer. Just email us at 
smccollegian@gmail.com. Students 
who publish articles during their time 
in college can use them to apply for 
scholarships, and Saint Mary’s will 
give you a quarter credit if you write 
five or more. One of the most impor-
tant pieces of information to remem-
ber is that you already have the skills 
to write an article. You are capable. I 
truly mean that. Who said that you 
can’t? You won’t fail. Do you know 
what fail stands for? F.A.I.L. stands 
for first attempt in learning, so you 
have nothing to lose and everything 
to gain. Give it a shot write an article.
My final random thought of the 
day: who came up with idea to put 
warning signs on things? I have so 
many random thoughts that it is not 
fair to put them in one article. To be 
continued...
Sometimes I stop and ask myself, 
why do I keep stopping when I see 
their picture in a magazine or hear 
“E! News” talk about them? They 
represent a elegant group of people 
that most of us will not be able to 
be a part of; however, they are still 
people, too. 
We like to read about them and fol-
low them on social media because 
they have inaccessible lifestyles. 
Members of the royal family are 
definitely a different type of celebri-
ty: they are considered princes and 
princesses, which we all read about 
as children. The royal family has 
captivated me personally because 
they are all public figures as a part 
of the British monarchy, but they do not post 
on Instagram to tell their followers what 
they are doing or show what life is like inside 
of the palace through their Snapchat stories. 
We really only get to know things about them 
when a news outlet posts about it. 
When they do make public appearances, 
they are very planned and calculated. People 
like to see what they are doing and wearing, 
and to get as much information from their 
public appearances as possible. The royal 
family gives the media enough information 
to keep them interested, while keeping 
enough information hidden to keep the pub-
lic guessing. Through this, they can keep us 
constantly interested in their lives. 
American left behind the days of the mon-
archy a long time ago, but in a way the royal 
family represents the kind of government 
we would have had if history had played out 
differently. In my eyes, the royal family is 
a classier type of celebrity. They aren’t on 
social media and they have certain royal 
policies they have to follow. The balance 
that the royal family has between remaining 
mysterious and being in the public eye will 
surely keep people watching for years to 
come. I think we all like to follow the royal 
family because they represent something 
that is completely foreign to us.
THE DEATH of the newspaper calls for feeling of remorse and regret. 
SARAH’S HOT TAKE SNACK BREAKS 
Grab your favorite snack and see what your peers have to say about the world this week - read ‘em while they’re hot!
SOCIAL MEDIA ADDICTION CAN’T BE BROKEN, SORRY 
I’ve tried. And failed miserably. My attempt at a social media clense couldn’t have been more disappointing. Well, technically it could’ve. I lasted about two days. And I’ve come to the 
conclusion that fighting a social media addiction is going to take some serious rehab. I’m talking “take my phone away and lock it in a safe and throw away the key” kind of rehab. I guess 
replacing my phone with knitting just didn’t seem to do the trick. For now I’ll just fall victim to the mindless scrolling. TTYL!
SARAH KNEBEL
EDITOR IN CHIEF
HOLY S***, WE NEED A PARKING GARAGE
It seems that arriving on campus roughly 30 minutes before class just won’t cut it any longer! With zero parking and the time ticking away as I struggle to confidently park my car in a 
place that won’t result in fines and ticketing, I begin to question why a growing college such as Saint Mary’s hasn’t invested in such a simplistic way to make their students lives easier. 
Someone please tell me the reason, because common sense doesn’t seem to fit into the answer.
SARAH KNEBEL
EDITOR IN CHIEF
DON’T HAVE THE PARTS? DON’T NEED YOUR OPINION
Ah, yes. Reproductive rights. I especially love chatting about this topic with men who state their opinion on the topic as if they know from experience what it would feel like to 
have those rights taken away. Point blank, if you don’t have the parts, proceed with caution when it comes to the subject. Makes sense, right?
SARAH KNEBEL
EDITOR IN CHIEF
HUNGRY FOR MORE?
Uh oh, your hottest take is all dressed up with no where to go. Let it loose. Come to the next Collegian storyboarding session, Monday, October 15, or shoot us an email at smccol-
legian@gmail.com.
It is a Sunday afternoon, and I am writing this article 
at the Starbucks on Rheem. You know the one; it’s got a 
drive-thru, and it’s directly across from TJ Maxx and the 
Moraga Post office. You’ve probably spent many an hour 
at this exact Starbucks, working on homework perhaps 
at this exact table, next to the overpriced Mercato food 
shelf, while listening to the Moraga moms talk about 
taking their kids to their Mandarin Chinese lessons be-
fore spin class. It’s a good Starbucks. It’s served me well.
I am sitting at this Starbucks with a friend of mine 
from my hometown, who happens to be visiting me 
this weekend. He’s sitting with me at this table, in the 
Starbucks, reading the New York Times and sipping 
his black drip coffee, being very, very patient with me 
as I write this article. The Collegian needs this article 
from me, despite it being a Sunday afternoon and well 
past the deadline for articles for the week. All articles 
should have been in to the editors (including myself ) 
by Thursday night at the latest. So why, do you ask, am I 
writing this article now? Why now, at this Starbucks, on 
this beautiful February afternoon, when I could be do-
ing a slew of other things unrelated to this newspaper? 
The short answer: we don’t have enough writers. The 
Collegian needs more writers. 
This morning at our layout meeting, my co-editor 
and I pieced together this week’s Opinion section of 
The Collegian, as we dedicate ourselves to doing every 
week. Most of the time, we barely have enough pieces 
to put it together. More often than not, we both have 
to write articles for the section on top of our editing 
and layout duties. More often than not, we have to 
write these articles at the very last second, because the 
writers who promised to write for us “forgot,” or didn’t 
have time, or straight-up didn’t want to, and didn’t tell 
us until the very last second. 
However, this week is not one of those weeks. This 
week, due to a wrinkle in the implementation of a new 
page-limit policy, the Opinion section only planned for 
one page of articles. We only had one page of articles to 
publish for this week, when we really needed two pages. 
We had no articles on the backburner, no writers to turn 
away, nothing to fill this unexpected blank space. So, 
here I am, dedicating my previously-spoken-for Sunday 
afternoon to the newspaper I’ve sold my soul to.
I love the Col-
legian. I love it 
so much. I love 
being an editor; 
getting to read 
o t h e r  p e o p l e ’s 
work and be able 
to comment on 
t h e i r  i d e a s  a l -
low s  m e to in-
teract with other 
opinions outside of my pre-established worldview. I 
love being a writer; I hope to pursue a career in journal-
ism post-grad and am going to graduate school to study 
creative nonfiction, so regularly contributing to The 
Collegian is exactly the right course of action for me. I 
love working with my co-editor, and I love hanging out 
with the Collegian staff at our weekly storyboard and 
layout meetings. I would not trade my place on the Col-
OPINION
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Dear SMC students, faculty and staff: The Collegian needs you
legian staff for anything in this world. I just wish, some-
times, it could be a little easier to love it. Right now, on 
this Sunday afternoon at Starbucks, as I scramble to 
write an article worth publishing and worth reading, I 
do not love it. I do not love my job when it requires me 
to write articles about things I don’t care about. I don’t 
love my job when the articles I write are low-quality 
and hurriedly written. The Collegian deserves so much 
more than my rushed, low-quality articles. It deserves 
more than a handful of regular, dedicated contributors. 
Saint Mary’s as a whole deserves more than that. 
So, I am asking you, Saint Mary’s student, faculty 
member, or staff member, to help me remember why I 
love my job so much. Help me and the rest of the Col-
legian staff put out a paper that’s not only put together 
on time, but is full of opinions worth reading about. 
To submit an article, all you have to do is email it to 
smccollegian@stmarys-ca.edu. We will work with you 
on edits and deadlines, and at the end of the day, you 
can call yourself a published writer. What’s not to love 
about that? 
BY KA LOUHGMAN
OPINION EDITOR
THE COLLEGIAN continues to struggle when it comes to recruiting writers as editors turn to their own paper to call for help (Courtesy of UT Medical Center).
“We had no articles on the 
b a c k b u r n e r,  n o  w r i t e rs  t o 
turn away, nothing to fill this 
unexpected blank space”
SPORTS
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Sports 
this week
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
BY HENRY PENALOSA
SPORTS EDITOR 
WOMEN’S RUGBY
Lakers Race to the Playoffs is lead by Student Drivers
Friday, March 1st
@ 7pm, Moraga California
vs. University of the Pacific
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday, Feb 28th
@ 8pm, Moraga California
vs. University of Portland
because they did! Lonzo Ball, 
Brandon Ingram and Josh Hart 
are the young core that Lakers 
fans expected to make the jump 
t h i s  s e a s o n  u n d e r  L e b r o n ’s 
mentorship, but it just hasn’t 
happened.
Twenty-five games left and 
Lebron James is as far away 
from the playoffs as when he just 
entered the league. His injuries 
and band of misfit Lakers have 
overshadowed the expected 
growth of the young talent, and 
even with Lebron back it doesn’t 
look like the Lakers will have 
much of a chance of surviving 
to mid April. 
Of the last 25 games, LAL 
will be playing 15 games against 
teams that are currently have a 
spot in the playoffs (both East 
When Barcelona Needs Two, Messi Gets Three
BY HENRY PENALOSA
SPORTS EDITOR
was against Sevilla, a frequent high 
roller in La Liga, and a team always 
trying to break the Madrid-Atleti-
Barcelona hold on the league. This 
year has been no different.
Regardless, the club was not 
ready for Messi that day, because 
he basically beat this Sevilla squad 
on his own. It was in the 22nd 
minut that Jesus Navas of Sevilla 
Club de Football opened up the 
scoring tab with a strike across the 
box to the back left corner. Within 
4 minutes of conceding, Barcelona 
answered with an incredible volley 
and West). They already beat 
the Rockets, which includes one 
of those 15 games, but then lost 
against the Pelicans two days 
later, a team with even a poorer 
record than the Lakers. Even Ve-
gas is betting against Lebron. In 
the betting circle, the odds are in 
favor of the Lakers not making 
the playoffs.
Just to make it there, they’ll 
have to leapfrog at least two 
teams: the Los Angeles Clip-
pers and the Sacramento Kings. 
The Clippers dam near traded 
away every rotation player at 
the trade deadline, but are still 
finding ways to win in a Western 
Conference just as loaded as if 
ever has. The Kings as of late 
have been the team most likely 
to take that last spot from the 
Clippers and make their first 
playoff appearance in a near 
decade. They are the new hot 
team in the league, and they’ve 
been able to use their high pace 
and athleticism to run right 
past some unsuspecting giants, 
who have had to especially earn 
their keep. These teams like 
Houston and Utah struggled 
early in the season and have had 
to claw their way back to a place 
of relevance, despite teams like 
LAC and Sacramento trying to 
stirp their playoff spots away 
from them. 
Lebron and the Lakers will 
have a tough time trying to make 
ends meet, especially if nagging 
injuries to himself and Lonzo 
Ball prevent them from having 
a fully healthy roster. 
BRANDON INGRAM has failed to live up the expectations of fans and analysts alike, making this season seem a turn in the wrong direction. (Courtesy of Hoops Habit)
LIONEL MESSI showed that he is the King of world football, adding another hat trick to his collection and beating another team to stay atop La Liga (Courtesy of Eurosport.com)
Tuesday, March 5
@ 6pm on the Turf Field
MEN’S RUGBY
Saturday, March 9th 
@ 1pm, Provo Utah
vs. BYU
Lionel Messi scored his 50th 
career hat trick last Saturday. It was 
his 30th hat trick for Barcelona, 
making him only 4 behind Cris-
tiano Ronaldo for most hat tricks 
in La Liga history. At only 30 years 
old, and with Ronaldo continuing 
his career in Italy, it isn’t hard to 
think that Messi will end up sur-
passing him soon. 
This set of three goals was par-
ticularly Messi-esq. The match 
from Messi. The cross from Ivan 
Rakitic found him in the center of 
box with enough space to pin the 
ball to the back left corner of the 
net. His efforts became neutral-
ized by another goal from Gabriel 
Mercado that put Sevilla up 2-1 in 
the 42nd minute. 
There Barcelona was again, down 
to a side that thinks they deserve 
to be among the La Liga greats. 
Midway into the second half, Messi 
brought his club even, then in 
the 85th minute the Argentinian 
Wonder scored again, taking the 
lead in a game where it seemed 
like the “Messi Factor” was in full 
effect. He later assisted on a stop-
page time goal from Luis Suarez. 
Also, by the way, Messi still holds 
the all time assist record in La Liga 
with 165 assists.
What amazes me is that even 
when teams know who Messi is, and 
what he is capable of, the GOAT will 
still end up getting what he wants, 
or assisting his teammates.
It was just one of those days, 
when Barcelone needs two, Messi 
will gift you three. 
Lebron James is a backseat 
driver in the Los Angeles Lak-
ers’ race to the NBA Playoffs. 
Unlike more recent years, there 
is no other source of playoff and 
late season wisdom than from 
the King himself. Yes, Lance 
Stephenson and Javale McGee 
have had their success, and in 
one case, won a championship, 
it isn’t the same as the Richard 
Jefferson, Kyrie Irving, Chan-
ning Frye combo that Cleveland 
had. It just seemed like even 
though they would struggle 
during the regular season, they 
all knew what it took to be suc-
cessful enough to make the play-
offs and then the NBA Finals, 
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